
TO: James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Award Contract to Cornerstone Engineering for Project Management Associated 
with the Rehabilitation and Addition to the Wastewater Treatment Facility 

DATE: May 20, 2008 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider appropriating funding and authorize preparation of a 
contract for Project Management Services associated with the design to rehabilitate and 
expand the Wastewater treatment facility.  

FACTS: 1. The City needs to rehabilitate its aging Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

2. In order to meet discharge permit requirements and develop the potential for 
recycle water the City must address ammonia and nitrification issues at the facility. 
This will require the construction of a secondary processes facility.  

3. The project is estimated to cost approximately $30 million dollars ($30,000,000) to 
construct.  

4. To accomplish the design and construction of the treatment facility within the 
twenty-four (24) month design period, staff has requested a proposal from 
Cornerstone Engineering to provide Project Management of the design process.  

5. Derrill Whitten PE, PLS will be the Project Engineer assigned to manage the project 
for the City and to ensure the final design provides the required treatment necessary 
to meet the City’s permit requirements.  

6. Mr. Whitten has an engineering degree from the University of Texas, is a licensed 
Civil Engineer, Land Surveyor and a Grade V Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operator.  He has 17 years of experience.  Prior to joining Cornerstone Engineering 
he served on staff with the City of Bakersfield as the Wastewater Manager, 
overseeing the operations of the two Bakersfield treatment plants, each processing 
about 15 million gallons per day of wastewater.  He has supervised the development 
of several plant upgrade projects for Bakersfield.  His last major project was the 
conversion of a trickling filter plant to an activated sludge process, very similar to 
the project anticipated for the Paso Robles Wastewater Facility.  

7. Cornerstone Engineering has provided the City with a cost of $150,000 to supply 
the necessary services.  

8. Staff is requesting an allocation of $170,000 to cover the cost of Cornerstone’s 
services. The requested amount includes a $20,000 contingency to offset the cost of 
possible unforeseen conditions resulting from potential coordination, treatment or 
Regional Board issues associated with the design of the project.    
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ANALYSIS &
CONCLUSION:  The Plant rehabilitation and addition is an important asset to the City. The 

continued growth and economic vitality of the City and its inhabitants is predicated 
upon there being adequate waste water treatment capabilities meeting the discharge 
requirements set forth by the various regulatory agencies. To ensure deliverability of 
the resource at the lowest cost, construction of properly functioning and easily 
maintained treatment facility will be essential. Therefore, it would appear to be in 
the best interest of the City of Paso Robles and its water users to retain the service 
of Cornerstone Engineering to provide a Project Management Service associated 
with the design of the City’s treatment plant.  

FISCAL

IMPACT: Cornerstone Engineering proposes to provide Project management Services for a 
cost not to exceed $150,000. Because of the scope of the Treatment Project and the 
possibility of potential changes initiated by regulatory agencies that could result in 
possible design amendments during the twenty-four (24) month design schedule 
staff suggests a $20,000 contingency be included should additional hours be 
required. The cost for this service would be paid from the Wastewater Treatment 
Operating Fee Fund. 

  Total % Operations % Connection Fees 
River Road Sewer 
(with road closure) 

$5,277,000 50%  
or $2,638,500 

50%
or $2,638,500 

Sodium
Hypochlorite 

$1,500,000 70%  
or $1,050,000 

30%
or $450,000 

Palm Court Sewer $375,000 30%
or $112,500 

70%
or $262,500 

WWTP Upgrade 
Design & Oversight

$1,270,000 100%
or $1,270,000 

$8,422,000 $5,071,000 $3,351,000

OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 08-xx appropriating $170,000 from Wastewater Treatment 
Operating Fee Fund to Budget No. 601-910-5224-683 and authorize the City 
Manager to enter into a contract with Cornerstone Engineering in the amount of 
$170,000 to provide Project Management Services associated with the design of the 
wastewater treatment facility.  

b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

Attachments (2) 
1) Scope of Work 
2) Resolution 

05/20/08 Agenda Item No. 18, Page 2 of 6



05/20/08 Agenda Item No. 18, Page 3 of 6



05/20/08 Agenda Item No. 18, Page 4 of 6



05/20/08 Agenda Item No. 18, Page 5 of 6



RESOLUTION NO. 08- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND AWARDING A CONTRACT  

TO CORNERSTONE ENGINEERING FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING  
PROJECT DESIGN SERVICES MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATED WITH THE  

DESIGN OF A WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles owns and operates a trickling filter wastewater treatment plant at 
3200 Sulfur Springs Road (WWTP); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles has adopted goals and objectives in it’s Integrated Water Resources 
Plan (IWRP) which includes recycled water as a valuable and sustainable water resource for the future; 
and

WHEREAS, the proposed construction will result in significant treatment plant upgrades and changes in 
processes and equipment to meet the permit requirements and the goals and objectives of the IWRP; and 

WHEREAS, the design process will require a professional engineering firm to provide project 
management to ensure its functionality and completion in a timely manner, and; 

WHEREAS, because of their demonstrated depth of experience, understanding of the purpose of the 
project Cornerstone Engineering it would appear to be in the best interest of the City of Paso Robles and 
its wastewater users to retain the service of Cornerstone Engineering to provide Professional Engineering 
Project Management Services for the design of the WWTP upgrade facilities at a cost not to exceed. 
$150,000 through completion of the 100% design and project bid plus a contingency of $20,000 for 
unforeseen conditions. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Paso Robles does approve a one time supplemental budget 
appropriation from the Sewer Enterprise Fund in the amount of $170,000 to budget account  
601-910-5224-683; and 

SECTION 2. The City Council does hereby award a contract to Cornerstone Engineering for 
Professional Engineering Project Management Design Services associated with the design of upgrades to 
the Paso Robles Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $150,000, and authorizes the City 
Manager to execute the contact. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 20th day of May 2008 by 
the following votes: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   

 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
ATTEST:
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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